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ABSTRACT 

 

The paper reviews various forms of parental involvement, such as reading to children, engaging in language-

rich activities, fostering a print-rich environment at home, and participating in early literacy programs. The 

benefits of these activities are explored in relation to children's literacy development, including improved 

vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency. Furthermore, the paper discusses the role of parental attitudes and 

beliefs about literacy, and how they influence children’s motivation and engagement in literacy activities. The 

influence of socio-economic and cultural factors on parental involvement and its impact on literacy development 

is also examined, highlighting the need for targeted interventions to address disparities in parental involvement 

and its effects on children’s literacy skills. Finally, the paper discusses implications for educators, policymakers, 

and parents, emphasizing the importance of promoting and supporting parental involvement in early childhood 

education to enhance children’s literacy development. It also highlights the need for further research to better 

understand the mechanisms through which parental involvement influences literacy development, and to 

identify effective strategies for increasing and sustaining parental engagement in their child’s literacy education. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Parental involvement is crucial for early childhood literacy development as it provides children with a foundation for 

reading and writing, influencing their academic success, social skills, and self-esteem. Engaging in activities like 

reading together, discussing stories, and creating a print-rich environment helps children develop essential literacy 

skills.  

 

ROLE OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

 

Building a Strong Foundation: 

 

 Early Language and Literacy: 
From infancy, parents' verbal interactions, reading, and storytelling help children develop language and literacy 

skills.  

 Modeling Reading: 
Parents who read to their children and model positive reading behaviors demonstrate the value of reading and 

encourage their children to become independent readers.  

 Print-Rich Environments: 
Providing access to diverse reading materials, signs, and labels exposes children to print and fosters their interest 

in reading.  

 

Supporting Academic Success: 

 

 Improved Literacy Skills: 
Active parental involvement, such as reading with children and creating a literacy-rich environment, significantly 

enhances vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, and cognitive development.  

 Enhanced Learning Outcomes: 
Research consistently demonstrates that parental involvement is linked to better learning outcomes in various 

areas, including literacy.  

 Stronger Social Skills and Self-Esteem: 
Parental engagement in early childhood education contributes to stronger social skills and higher self-esteem for 

children.  
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Creating a Positive Learning Environment: 

 

 Fostering a Love of Learning: 
Parents who engage in literacy activities with their children help them develop a positive attitude towards 

learning and enjoy reading.  

 Providing Emotional Support: 
Parental involvement provides emotional support and encouragement, creating a positive learning environment.   

 Modeling Positive Attitudes: 
By demonstrating their own interest in reading and learning, parents can inspire their children to develop a love 

of reading. 

  

Collaborating with Schools: 

 

 Parent-Teacher Partnerships: 
Schools can involve parents in literacy learning by offering workshops, providing information, and fostering 

communication between parents and teachers.  

 Supporting School Readiness: 
Parental involvement in early childhood education lays a strong foundation for school readiness, preparing 

children for the challenges of formal education.  

 

In essence, parental involvement is a key factor in shaping a child's literacy development, impacting their academic 

success, social skills, and overall well-being.  

 

"The Role of Parental Involvement in Early Childhood Education and School Readiness" explores the profound impact 

of parental engagement in shaping children's preparedness for formal schooling during their early years. This abstract 

provides an overview of the significance of parental involvement in early childhood education and its influential role in 

fostering school readiness among young learners. "The Role of Parental Involvement in Early Childhood Education and 

School Readiness" also explores how parental engagement significantly influences children's preparedness for formal 

schooling during their early developmental years. This abstract delves into the crucial aspects of parental involvement 

in fostering school readiness, including creating a supportive home learning environment, promoting early literacy and 

numeracy, nurturing social-emotional development, and collaborating effectively with educators. This article 

emphasizes the pivotal role of parental engagement in laying the foundation for children's academic success and overall 

well-being as they transition into formal schooling. 

 

Parental involvement in early childhood education is a crucial component that significantly influences a child's holistic 

development, well-being, and academic achievement. Research consistently highlights the positive impact of active 

parental engagement in early childhood education (Ekinci-Vural & Doğan-Altun, 2021; Mohd Nizam Naqiyuddin, Nur 

Farah Ain & Nur Atiqah Liyana, 2022; and Durisic & Bunijevac, 2017). The influence of parents becomes evident in 

the complex educational journey of the children as a potent thread that runs through the formative years of literacy 

development. Outside of the school, parents are the children first teacher, principal builders, molding not only their 

children's cognitive development but also the passion for learning that they carry into adulthood. As importance, it is 

clear that parental engagement is crucial and indispensable in cultivating the fundamental abilities that serve as the 

foundation for a child's academic achievement and personal development. Studies have revealed a literacy gap that 

exists when pupils start school, and these findings may be related to racial, socioeconomic, and educational preparation 

concerns (Powell, Son, File, & Froiland, 2012; Wasik & Hindman, 2018; Waldfogel, 2012). As important as other 

development domain, literacy development plays a crucial role in children academic success. Literacy development 

must start from home and need support by the parent. Variable reading readiness and experiences after starting school 

are key factors in preschoolers’ development and performance. 

 

Families and parents play a significant role in how well children are educated and raised. Parental involvement, 

according to Brito and Waller (1994), is a broad term that can refer to a wide range of activities. It can take several 

forms, such as an indifferent yearly visit to the school, regular parent-teacher conferences, or active school governance. 

As a result, parental involvement can be categorized along a continuum that spans from very low to very active. In the 

scientific literature, various definitions and terms are used when referring to forms of cooperation and collaboration 

between parents, teachers, schools, and the local community When discussing the various forms of cooperation and 

collaboration that occur between parents, teachers, schools, and the local community, various terminologies and terms 

are utilized in the studies. For example, Parental participation, involvement, and engagement, school-family 

interactions, school-family-community collaborations, and educational partnerships (Boonk et al., 2018; Fox & Olsen, 

2014; and Punter et al., 2016). Parental involvement is a critical factor influencing the educational experiences and 

outcomes of young children. Early childhood education sets the foundation for a child's academic and socio-emotional 

development, and the role of parents in this process is widely acknowledged. Parental involvement is a multifaceted 
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concept, as highlighted by Epstein's et. al (2002) framework, which includes parenting, communication, volunteering, 

learning at home, decision-making, and community collaboration. Studies consistently underscore the importance of 

recognizing and fostering these diverse dimensions to create a holistic approach to parental involvement in early 

childhood education (Antony-Newman, 2019; Wilder, 2014; and Durisic & Bunijevac, 2017). Table 1 below explain 

about parental involvement types as adapted from Epstein et. Al (2002). 

 

Parental involvement in early childhood education plays a crucial role in the literacy development of children. When 

parents are actively engaged in their children's education, it can have a significant impact on building strong literacy 

skills that are essential for academic success and lifelong learning.  

 

Here are several aspects of parental involvement that demonstrate its effect on literacy development:  

 

Reading at Home: When parents read to their children at home, it provides them with valuable exposure to language, 

vocabulary, and storytelling. This early exposure to books and reading helps children develop an appreciation for 

literature, expand their vocabulary, and enhance their comprehension skills. Additionally, when parents read with their 

children, it fosters a love for reading and sets a positive example that promotes literacy as a desirable and enjoyable 

activity.  

 

Supporting Literacy Activities: Engaging children in literacy-related activities at home, such as playing word games, 

telling stories, and practicing writing, encourages the development of essential literacy skills. When parents actively 

participate in these activities, they can provide guidance, feedback, and encouragement that boost children's confidence 

and competence in reading and writing.  

 

Creating a Literacy - Rich Environment: Parents can cultivate a literacy-rich environment at home by having books 

readily available, displaying written materials, and promoting discussions related to reading and writing. This exposure 

to print and language in the home environment reinforces the importance and relevance of literacy, which can 

positively influence children's attitudes and motivation towards reading and writing. 

 

Communicating with Educators: Parental involvement extends beyond the home and into the child's early education 

setting. When parents maintain open communication with educators, they become aware of their child's progress, 

challenges, and areas for improvement in literacy. This collaboration between parents and educators facilitates targeted 

support for literacy development and allows for a consistent and cohesive approach to nurturing literacy skills.  

 

Modeling Literacy Behaviors: Parents serve as important role models for their children. When children observe their 

parents engaging in reading, writing, and expressing themselves through language, they are more likely to internalize 

the value and significance of literacy. Modeling literacy behaviors can reinforce the idea that reading and writing are 

integral parts of everyday life. The effect of parental involvement in early childhood education on literacy development 

is evident in numerous research studies. Children whose parents are actively engaged in their literacy development tend 

to demonstrate stronger reading and writing skills, enhanced vocabulary, improved comprehension, and a greater 

enthusiasm for learning. Furthermore, the benefits of parental involvement extend beyond the early years and have a 

lasting impact on children's academic achievement and future success. 

 

Recommendations 

Several recommendations emerge to enhance the role of parental involvement in early childhood education and 

promote positive effects on literacy development:  

 

Promote Shared Reading Programs: Educational institutions and community organizations should implement and 

promote shared reading programs that encourage parents to engage in regular reading activities with their children. 

These programs can provide resources, guidance, and incentives to foster a literacy-rich home environment.  

 

Cultural Sensitivity Training: Educators and professionals working in early childhood education should receive 

training on cultural sensitivity to better understand and respect diverse family practices. This training can inform the 

development of inclusive parental involvement strategies that align with various cultural perspectives.  

 

Education Parental Workshops: Offer workshops and seminars for parents to enhance their awareness of effective 

literacy development practices. These sessions can provide practical tips, resources, and insights into the importance of 

specific activities that contribute to literacy skills.  

 

Digital Literacy Resources: Recognizing the increasing role of technology, provide parents with digital literacy 

resources and recommendations for age-appropriate educational apps, online books, and interactive platforms that 

support literacy development.  
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Home-School Collaboration: Foster strong collaboration between educators and parents by establishing open 

communication channels. Regular parent-teacher meetings, newsletters, and interactive platforms can facilitate the 

exchange of information on literacy goals, progress, and strategies for continued support.  

 

Community Engagement Initiatives: Develop community-based initiatives that involve parents in literacy-focused 

events or activities. These initiatives can include book clubs, storytelling sessions, or community libraries, creating a 

shared commitment to literacy within the broader community.  

 

Longitudinal Tracking and Support: Implement longitudinal tracking mechanisms to monitor the sustained impact 

of parental involvement on literacy development throughout a child's educational journey. Provide ongoing support and 

resources as children transition to different educational stages.  

 

Policy Advocacy: Advocate for policies that recognize and support the crucial role of parental involvement in early 

childhood education. Encourage policy changes at the institutional and governmental levels that promote a holistic and 

inclusive approach to literacy development. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

In light of the insights gleaned from this examination, it is clear that continued research and concerted efforts are 

warranted to further understand the mechanisms through which parental involvement influences children’s literacy 

development. By gaining a deeper understanding of effective strategies for fostering parental involvement and 

addressing barriers to engagement, educators and policymakers can enhance their support for parents in their vital role 

as partners in their child’s education. In essence, the role of parental involvement in early childhood education and its 

effects on literacy development is a fundamental component of nurturing the whole child. By recognizing the 

significance of parental involvement and its impact on children’s literacy skills, we can work toward creating a more 

inclusive, supportive and enriching environment for young learners. Through collaborative efforts, we can empower 

parents to be active participants in their child’s literacy education, paving the way for enhanced literacy skills, 

academic success, and a lifelong love of learning 
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